One People—Forgiven!
Friday, Day 6 in Houston

Weariness and joy was evident in the faces and conversations today as Northwest delegates met for breakfast for the final time at the Hyatt.  Dr. David Buegler, Fifth Vice President of Synod met with us and talked openly about the 51-49 vote that happened frequently on the convention floor.  Over the 40 years of ministry he has served in the LCMS, he has watched the pendulum swing from conservative to moderate and back again several times.  At this convention it is clear that the pendulum has made another swing.  We in the LCMS have unity in Christ, concord in our confessions, but not always do we have harmony in what we do; we have great diversity of gifts and expression, but we are not always able to sing the same song together in harmony.
Urgency to complete our business together before adjournment tomorrow marked the day as President Kieschnick made great efforts to press on to the finish.  Devotions were led by Chaplain Mark Schreiber, US Navy (Ret.) who currently serves as the Director, Ministry to the Armed Forces, Board for Mission Services of the LCMS.  In remembering our men and women in the service, he shared Zephaniah 3:20 and reminded delegates that there is no cure for homesickness in the hearts of those deployed except to return home.  Of the 24 million Americans who make up the population of veterans, many believe that God has abandoned them and that God cannot forgive them.  Yet God, through us, calls them to come home to him through the Gospel.

Tom Kuchta, Synod’s retiring Vice President/Treasurer was recognized for 9 faithful years of service.  Rev. Sam Nafzger was also recognized for his some 35 years of work on the CTCR and other Synod responsibilities.  Then it was on to elections and business.  Ted Kober led us in our final Bible Study and talked about how the sharing of Christ’s peace in worship was never meant to be a trivial “Holy Howdy,” but an intentional effort in the body of Christ to make sure that all are reconciled one to another.  When we celebrate our unity in Christ at communion, yet are at odds with a fellow brother or sister in Christ, our disunity is a contradiction of faith and a disruption of worship.  After lunch, Dr. Leo Sanches, Director of the Center for Hispanic Studies (Concordia Seminary, St. Louis) led us in our afternoon devotion, focusing on the importance of reconciling even the differences we have as brothers and sisters at the convention.  After more business, the final special Ablaze! presentation was given on “sharing the faith.”  Three chaplains in our armed forces, CH LTC Oliver Washington (US Army), CH Maj. Matthew Franke (US Air Force), and Capt. Robert Crossan (CHC US Navy), gave a speech from the perspective of what their “dog tags” would say if they could talk, sharing with the delegates what these dog tags have observed about the activities of each chaplain to which they belong.  The convention rose in an extended standing ovation to show support to these faithful servants of the word in our armed forces. 
Finally, at the close of the day, delegates gave glory to God in a special Service of Reconciliation.  Convention Chaplain, Johann Jotham, proclaimed that is never too late to be forgiven or to forgive.  Delegates were invited following the service to seek out anyone with whom they have difficulties so that they would be reconciled together.
Other items adopted on the floor were as follows:

Committee 1: Missions

· 1-03
To Increase Outreach to Immigrants at Congregation level
· 1-07A
To Encourage Inter District Dialogue in Establishing of new church starts, 


Satellite Worship sites, and specialized ministries across geographical 


District lines

· 1-08
Encourage “Wittenberg Project” as a Gospel Witness Opportunity

· 1-10
To Make Concerted Efforts to Reach Generation X and Millennials
Committee 2: District and Congregation Services

· 2-05
Commend Theses on Worship and Model Theological Conference on 


Theology of Worship

· 2-06
Encourage Study of the Lutheran Confession Reformation Celebration

· 2-07
Compensation for Professional Church Workers

Committee 4:  Administration and Finance

· 4-06
To amend and restate the Articles of Incorporation

Committee 5: Seminary and University Education

· 5-11
To Clarify Bylaw In regard to the Promotion of Faculty

· 5-12
To Revise Bylaw In regard to faculty appointments

Committee 6: Human Care

· 6-05
To Encourage continued emphasis on prison/jail ministry

· 6-06
Continue work initiated by the domestic violence and child abuse task 


force

· 6-08
Promptly report and publish the death of faithfully departed soldiers of the 


cross

Committee 7: Ecclesial Matters

· 7-07A
Adding Wording to Bylaws of the Expecting of Synod Membership

· 7-08
Study Time Limitation for Initiating Dispute Resolution Process

Committee 8: Synod Structure and Governance

· 8-02A
To restore Circuits to their primary purpose

· 8-03B
To elect circuit counselors

· 8-10
To Amend Constitutional Article X and XI

· 8-12A
Direct BOD to Amend the bylaws as necessary

· 8-27
To add a new Article XIV

· 8-30B
To study Article VI of Synod’s Constitution

· 8-32B
To study Article VII of Synod’s Constitution

Please see www.lcms.org for more details on convention proceedings.

